
The Gospel of John: Chapters 2 -5 
The First Three Signs 

The Wedding Feast at Cana: The First Sign  Chapter 2 
This narrative is rich in Johannine symbolism, its begins on the 7th day of the opening sequence of John’s 
Gospel. The 7th day was the day God rested in Genesis and now the 7th day is the day in which Jesus 
commences His public ministry. In the wedding feast the bride and bridegroom are not named, however 
the occasion is important enough for Jesus, his Mother, and his disciples to all be present. In this 
narrative Jesus refers to his mother has “Woman”, to our modern ears this sound disrespectful but what 
John is doing showing the once Jesus commences his public ministry, once the proverbial ‘cat is out the 
bag’ Mary is no longer just Jesus’ mother, but rather everyone’s mother. This functions as a book end in 
union with John 19, which John and Mary are standing at the foot of the cross and Jesus announces to 
Mary “woman behold your son.” In John’s rebuilding of Genesis in these opening chapters, the 
introduction of Jesus and Mary in chapter 2, shows that Jesus is the New Adam and Mary is the New 
Eve. Of course Jesus and Mary are not married, however this man and woman succeed where Adam and 
Eve failed. Eve promoted Adam to sin, here the New Eve promotes the New Adam to commence His first 
miracle. This wedding feast is to prefigure what is about to unfold with Jesus (the bridegroom) taking on 
us as his bride (the Church.) 
 
Cleansing of the Temple 
This is one of the few stories that unfolds in all four gospels. In John’s gospel the cleansing of the temple 
occurs during Passover. Passover is a high holy day for the Jewish people, and thus it is a bold statement 
Jesus is making to cleanse the temple during the most sacred time for the Jews. This is the first of 7 
Jewish feasts mentioned in John’s Gospel. Both the first and the last occur during Passover. This pulls us 
back into Exodus when the Hebrews pass dry shod through the Red Sea. The cleansing of the temple 
shows an aggressive nature to Jesus as well. Jesus is actively trying to supersede the old with the new. 
Although he discusses “Destroying the temple”, that is held in tension with “rebuilding”. Jesus is not out 
to abolish to but restore and make right and bring to fulfillment everything that has failed thus far. His 
reference to 3 days, obviously, is not a reference to the physical old temple, but rather to something 
more glorious, his own body. The temple is no longer just a what, rather it is now a WHO.  
 
Nicodemus – Chapter 3 
Jesus has a famous discussion with Nicodemus, a Pharisee who is trying to understand who Jesus is. This 
conversation occurs during the Passover and after the cleansing of the temple. Nicodemus comes from 
the old order, and very well could have participated in the decay of the temple, thus Nicodemus’ 
conversation is pivotal. It shows the Jesus is out not to abolish the old but to restore it. Since this 
conversation is occurring during the Passover, it brings us back to Exodus. Nicodemus is inquiring about 
how to become born again. Recall during the Exodus it was the first born son who is killed during the 
Passover. Now for Nicodemus to be reborn, Jesus says that it must be through water and the Spirit. Here 
water is an allusion to cleansing. For a Jew like Nicodemus, especially during the Passover, water is a 
direct allusion to the Hebrews passing through the Red Sea and the water coming to destroy evil 
(Pharoah and the Egyptians.) Jesus tells Nicodemus that he is not out destroy the world but save the 
world insofar as “God so LOVED the world that he gave his only begotten Son.” This Son will be lifted up 
on a piece of wood, just like Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness.  
 
Following this the image water is taken even further with the disciples going about baptizing in Jesus’ 
name.  



The Woman at the Well – Chapter 4 
Here that image of Water continues. Jesus progresses to an area, Samaria, where the people struggle to 
believe in God because they think the faith has been corrupted. Samaritans essentially believe that 
Judaism and the Jewish Torah have been corrupted by time and no longer serve the duties God 
mandated on Mount Sinai. Obviously the Pharisees would disagree with this. Jesus goes to well, a very 
important well, Jacob’s well. And encounters a Samaritan woman and asks her “Give me Drink.” The 
Samaritan woman, knowing the conflict between Jews and Samaritans is confused by Jesus’ request. 
Jesus standing next to Jacob’s well, begins to talk about Living Water that can quench all thirsts. The 
woman does not seem to understand what Jesus is talking about. Being plagued with sin she is confused. 
So Jesus changes his approach. He makes a direct reference to her infidelity and the infidelity of the 
Jewish people. (The Jews were unfaithful to the Old Testament covenants) He tells her: “Go tell your 
husband.” And and she responds by saying she does not have a husband. Jesus corrects her and tells her 
that she has been unfaithful and that she has had 5 husbands, and the man she is currently living with 
now is not her husband. This is a total of 6 men. 6 failed relationships. 6 failed COVENANTS… Jesus is 
pointing out the she is just like the Jewish people in her infidelity. The 7th man in her life, Jesus, the 7th 
covenant, is the NEW Covenant that can wash and quench all thirst. Obviously she is embarrassed, so 
she CHANGES THE SUBJECT. Instead of talking about her infidelity, she wants to talk about worship. She 
compares the Samaritans to the Jews. Jesus tells her that salvation comes from the Jews, BUT that there 
is an HOUR coming when true followers will worship spirit and truth (think Good Friday). He has come to 
save the Samaritans from a lifetime of struggle with five pagan Gods, and saving the Jewish people from 
their own infidelity.  
 
Jesus heals an Official’s Son – The Second Sign 
Jesus returns to Cana, his first journey following his first sign is brought full circle. There was a royal 
officer who had “HEARD” of Jesus. Hearing infers that they heard a “WORD” and thus a direct tie in to 
the prologue of chapter 1. “In the Beginning was the WORD.” It was the WORD that brought the official 
from disbelief to belief. Upon hearing that Jesus has return to Cana he becomes approaches Jesus and 
begged him heal his son. Jesus, at first, appears to refuse to help, but after the Official’s persistence 
Jesus tells him “Your son will live.” Note there is NO healing action, Jesus simply SAYS, using his WORDS, 
that his son is healed. The Second Sign – The Word Heals 
 
Jesus Heals on the Sabbath- The Third Sign – Chapter 5 
Jesus is in Jerusalem during a special Jewish feast. Both the place and time are very important to Jewish 
people. Here he encounters blind, lame, paralyzed, and invalids. One man was sick for 38 years. This 
man symbolizes the Jewish people who wandered in the wilderness of Kadesh for 38 years as a 
punishment. When Jesus asks the man “Do you want to be healed?”, it is as if he is asking the Jewish 
people if they want to be healed. Again, Jesus heals with his WORD, and he does so on the Sabbath. By 
doing so he is breaking Jewish LAW. The Third Sign – The Word is greater than the Law.  
 
The Authority of Jesus 
Here we see Jesus, the WORD, state where he gets his authority from, the Father. By calling God his 
Father, Jesus claims to have an equality with God as a divine Sonship. If the Father was the one that 
promulgated the LAW, and Jesus is of equal authority to the Father, then WORD that God speaks is 
therefore equal to or greater than the LAW. For the Jewish people hearing this who valued the law, John 
is saying Jesus is the completion and answer of everything they have been waiting for.  
 
 



The Jewish Feasts of John’s Gospel 

1) Feast is Passover in John 2:23. Jesus is in Jerusalem during Passover and many are beginning to 
believe in Him, but He hasn’t revealed himself to many people at this time. It is important for us to 
know that Passover refers all the way back to Ex. 12 and the night when the Lord’s angel passed 
over the Jews because of the blood of the Lamb. It is also important to connect Passover with John 3 
and Jesus’ discussion with Nicodemus. Thinking passing through the Red Sea.  
 
2) Feast is Weeks in John 5:1, 17. The Feast of Weeks is the second of the three “solemn feasts” 
that all Jewish males were required to travel to Jerusalem to attend. Since the Feast of Weeks was 
one of the “harvest feasts,” the Jews were commanded to “present an offering of new grain to the 
Lord.” The Feast of Weeks takes place exactly 50 days after the Feast of Firstfruits. It normally occurs 
in late spring, either the last part of May or the beginning of June. Unlike other feasts that began on 
a specific day of the Hebrew calendar, this one is calculated as being “fifty days to the day after the 
seventh Sabbath.” 
 
3) Feast is Passover in John 6:4. This is the second Passover feast mentioned in John and again 
connects Jesus with our Passover Lamb and our redemption from sins. This time John emphasizes 
the unleavened bread of Passover and reminds us that Jesus is our bread, the one capable of 
providing for our needs. Connect this with Matt. 26:26-29 and 1 Cor. 11:23-25 and we get a clearer 
picture of our Lamb and the bread that He provides for us. 
 
4) Feast is Tabernacles or feast of booths in John 7:2. The Feast of Tabernacles commemorated the 
40 years that Israel wandered in the wilderness as punishment for their sins. However, the point of 
celebrating Tabernacles was about reminding Israel that God had kept His promises and brought 
them safely into the Promised Land. 
 
5) Feast is The Great Day in John 7:37. In one sense this is still a part of Tabernacles but in another 
sense, it is not. It was celebrated the day after Tabernacles (Lev. 23:36) as a special and holy 
assembly of offering food to the Lord. It was considered by Jews to be separate and the most 
important day of Tabernacles. Hence, the title “The Great Day.” 
 
6) Feast is Dedication in John 10:22. The Feast of Dedication or literally “rededication” 
commemorates the Maccabees and the recapturing of the Temple from Antiochus Epiphanies IV. 
Most modern Jews call this Hanukkah or the festival of lights referring to the time when enough oil 
to light the Menorah for a day burned for 8 days. 
 
7) Feast is Passover in John 11:55. This is the third Passover feast mentioned in John’s gospel and 
reminds us that Jesus’ public ministry lasted 3 years. This event literally marks the end of the seven 
feasts and the beginning of the last seven days of Jesus life. This is typically called “Passion Week” 
and shows us that our Passover Lamb is now headed to the cross of Calvary. 


